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Bruce Dale
Professor of Chemical Engineering and Materials Science, Michigan State University
Focus Area: Biomass Processing
Dale is an expert on making ethanol from cellulose, plant stalks, grass, corn cobs and other 
woody plant parts and has developed a patented process called ammonia fiber expansion 
(AFEX), which makes the breakdown of cellulose more efficient, thus tackling one of the 
thornier problems of producing ethanol. As associate director of the Office of Biobased 
Technologies, Dale describes his role as providing “technical reality,” stemming from his 30 
years of work in biomass technology, to take such technology from the lab to the marketplace.

Robert Landick
Professor of Bacteriology, UW-Madison
Focus Area: Bioconversion
Landick’s research focuses on RNA polymerase, the central enzyme of gene 
expression in all free-living organisms. His goal is to understand how RNA 
polymerase is regulated during transcription, which may lead to the identification of 
novel RNA polymerase inhibitors that can be employed in synthetic microbiology.

Nancy Odalen
GLBRC Operations Director
Nancy Odalen has more than 17 years of experience in the start-up and day-to-day business operations 
of multi-million dollar science research centers. Odalen worked at the University of Chicago and 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, providing financial and administrative leadership, on groundbreaking 
astrophysical research projects before coming to GLBRC.  As Director of Operations Odalen manages 
the Center’s daily operational, purchasing, human resources and financial management functions.

Daniel E. Lautenschleger
IT Operations Manager
Focus Area: Information Technology
Dan Lautenschleger has more than 13 years of private industry and academic computing 
experience which includes operating his own software consultancy. Lautenschleger has worked 
for TDS Telecom, the UW Laboratory of Molecular Biology and the UW Institute for Molecular 
Virology. He is responsible for managing the team that designs and implements technology 
infrastructure for GLBRC as well as functioning as GLBRC’s Knowledge Management Coordinator. 




